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From the Pastor's
Desk...

MZHS

CHILDREN & YOUTH
MINISTRY

Summer Intern Program
·The objective for the MZPMBC Summer Youth Intern Program is to connect youth with
employable skills and to help them grow in their faith. Interns are to serve, lead, teach, mentor,
and encourage other youth in their walk with God.
During the summer of 2021, Mt. Zion held an eight-week internship for five youth members of
the church from high schools throughout Tampa Bay. Jada Butler, Jahiem Brinson, Chosen
Thomas, John Mari and Samiya Wilburn were selected for this unique opportunity. The
internship allowed these students to experience the different work environments of Mt. Zion
and give them experience in each field. The interns rotated each week learning the
departments

of

Finance,

Mt.

Zion

Christian

Academy,

Facilities,

Leadership,

and

Administration. The interns participated as staff and worked Monday thru Thursday; hours
from 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Spiritual growth is fundamental, so each day will begin with prayer, devotion and a weekly
bible lesson.

Each Intern was required to keep a personal journal recording work, daily

experiences and spiritual growth. A portion of this time was used for planning, coordination,
preparation of youth activities and administrative duties. This also allowed them to create
vision boards and discuss their goals and lives after finishing high school. This program
showed these young members of Mt. Zion several different areas of working in a business and
helped shape their minds on how to navigate through their career choices after high school.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
MINISTRY
The year 2021 was an unprecedented year for everyone but with God’s help, Mt. Zion’s Children and
Youth Ministry continued to Engage and Encourage our students and Encounter God!

Graduation /College Scholarships
One80 Teen Ministry honored our 2021 Graduates and provide several scholarships to graduating
seniors and college graduates. This included special designated scholarships such as the Louis
Murphy and Carolyn Swanson scholarships.

Oktoberfest
We continued our Annual Rev. Willie “Tub” Whiting Oktoberfest event, partnering with the City of St.
Petersburg, Mt. Zion Progressive ministries, local churches, and organization. Due to the pandemic,
this Trunk or Treat event allowed a safe option for families and our community to drive through and
receive candy treats and food. We served more than 600 families as cars and some walkers
participated. Again, this immensely successful event then gave us an opportunity to show the love of
Christ to the community.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
MINISTRY

The Transition Back!
As we moved from online worship and distanced activities to in-person church life, many decision
moments came our way. This return to in-person church activities was a major transition for those of
us connected to our congregations. After more than a year of isolation from school and church due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, youth might struggle more than usual.
CYM seeks to continue to build resilience:
Provide opportunities to build social connections with family, friends, and groups such as sports
teams, clubs, or church groups.
Encourage them to maintain physical and mental wellness with mindfulness and exercise.
Teach them to remain positive by not fixating on negative things and by learning from the past to
make positive change in the future.
Help them develop a sense of purpose by setting goals and taking time to help others and
themselves.
We are eagerly looking forward to re-launching our Middle and High Youth services on Sunday January
2022, including our Sunday morning Children’s Ministries services. 2021 became a year of great
exploration, offering us the freedom and flexibility to connect with our families in a multitude of new
ways.
We learned an incredible amount about the needs of today’s families and the tools and technology
needed to connect with people. We are incredibly excited to take what we have learned and integrate
it into our 2022 programming.

MT ZION CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY

Principal: Michele Ariano

Current Enrollment: 81

• During the spring of 2021, Mt. Zion Christian Academy (MZCA) students enjoyed the arts in
Downtown St. Petersburg. Our students experienced a private performance by the Florida
Orchestra at the Mahaffey Theater and then off to the Museum of Fine Arts for a private viewing
of their collection.
•

MZCA graduated 13 students from 5th grade during the 2020/2021 school year.

• We welcomed 21 new students to Mt. Zion Christian Academy family for the 2021/2022 school
year.
• Great American Teach In of 2021 was a big hit! We had over 13 presenters from various career
fields such as medicine, business, art, environmental science and so much more.
• The MZCA 2021 Christmas Presentation was a great success! Our presentation consisted of
reciting Luke 3:1-18, praise dancing, poetry, and plenty of Christmas cheer.
Mt. Zion Christian Academy’s priority is to ensure the health and safety of our students and our
staff. Therefore, we continue to practice COVID-19 safety protocols throughout the campus. All
staff members, students, and visitors are required to wear a mask while on campus and have their
temperature checked prior entering the building.

BACK TO CHURCH

BACK TO CHURCH

The pandemic did more than slow the world down in 2020, it brought it to a complete stop. This
halt on our normal lives included the brief end of in-church services, bible studies and other
worship services. The members at Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church were left
without a sanctuary to attend for over a year. Although the church and Pastor Louis M. Murphy Sr.
found ways to virtually give the word of God through social media livestreams, the in-house
presence was dearly missed.
Fast forwarding to 2021, after pressing the requirement for masks and vaccine distributions,
COVID-19 cases began to drop giving hope to Mt. Zion reopening its doors. And we did just that!
On Sunday, June 6, 2021, Mt. Zion had its first in-house church service and Sunday school service
in over a year. Throughout the last six months of the year attendance has slowly but surely
increased. Each month we have added more activities and ministries to our calendar of events as
we progress.
Since Mt. Zion reopened, we have been sure to follow CDC guidelines. The sanctuary has every
other pew closed off to maintain a six-foot distance of attendees, and we require everyone to wear
masks (vaccinated or not) and sanitize hands upon entry. We also have a registration process now
to guarantee the safety of our members. You can now register for attendance online at our website
to save your seat for Sunday services; and upon arrival you must confirm your current COVID-19
status and agree to a temperature check.
If you are a member of Mt. Zion who chooses not attend in-person services, there are still ways to
be involved. We have improved our livestream services to bring you worship and sermons in a
timely manner and to keep you updated on all ministry and event news.
Dance and mime ministries have returned to ministering on Sundays, and in-person bible study has
made its way back as well. Youth church will return with a huge kickoff in January 2022.
The pandemic slowed Mt. Zion down, but God prevails through all things and has given us a close
return of what normal church life was like; and we can’t wait to continue providing that for our Mt.
Zionites in 2022!

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

Deacon Willie C. Carter Christian
Education Building Dedication

AN HONORED LEGACY

5 CORE VALUES IN ACTION
WE LOVED, WE GAVE, WE SERVED,
WE GREW, WE WITNESSED

5 CORE VALUES IN ACTION
WE LOVED, WE GAVE, WE SERVED,
WE GREW, WE WITNESSED

Welcomed 37 New Members
Baptized 16
Served over 500 children during Springfest
Participated in the National Day of Prayer
Served in the Seven x7 Tent Revival
Served over 600 children at Oktoberfest
Donated 200+ Thanksgiving Baskets
Served 200+ through COVID vaccination efforts
Comforted 50+ families through Homegoing Min.

MINISTRY NEWS
Membership
We returned to in-person worship on June 6, 2021. Every month since then, God has added to our
body of believers and blessed us to grow deeper in our relationships with Him and one another. The
New Members Ministry teaches classes on Sunday mornings between 9a.m. and 10a.m. to eager
participants. The Family Touch Team ministers to our body by meeting the needs of all our members
in various ways. From delivering meals to those shut in to calling to provide encouragement to the
lonely to offering comfort to the bereaved, our Family Touch Teams have touched members in
material and indelible ways.

Christian Education
Sunday School has served as the thriving bastion of Christian Education. Available for all ages,
Sunday School participants grow in the knowledge of the Bible and are taught by inspired and
creative teachers—some of them teaching in teams. Team teaching has allowed teacher training to be
effective organically and has given the opportunity for new teachers to be mentored by experienced
teachers. Additionally, teachers and students alike are finding their voices as they search Scripture for
understanding. Sunday School participation has grown immensely.
Sunday School honors Deacon Curtis Ruth who has served as Superintendent for more than fifty
years. His tireless efforts and dedication have been unrivaled for Mt. Zion’s Sunday School. Deacon
Ruth’s efforts have contributed to our ability to walk into the future God has planned for us both
excitedly and advisedly as one body in Christ.

OnLine Church
The Online Church community is growing through the careful nurturing of the Online Church team. The
team interacts with members—praying for them, reiterating sermon points, and fostering community
among online worshipers. As we continue to grow beyond the St. Petersburg area, we will disciple and
educate our members, far and wide, intentionally and enthusiastically.

Media

At the heart of our communication within and beyond our walls stands media, dedicated to ensuring
we can carry out the Great Commission in the 21st century. Media volunteers have served tirelessly to
support church services, funerals, memorials, programs, and the Seven X 7 revival. Always willing to
learn and grow, the media team embodies the spirit of evangelistic teamwork.

MUSIC-ADMINISTRATION-PRODUCTIONPERFORMANCE-PRAISE

THE M.A.P.P.P.

Dr. Ralph Bennett
Minister of Music / Executive Director of
Media & Performing Arts

An essential and ecumenical guide to excellence in music, media and performing arts.
Educating Enhancing Evolving Elevating & Pursuing Excellence in Performing Arts, Music and
Media.

Music:

Educating, Equipping and Enhancing the musical potential and purpose in our students,
musicians and artist.

Administration:

Providing an executive administrative atmosphere with the essential tools of communication
and technology with a biblical corporate structure.

Production:

Producing, Innovating and creating an atmosphere of quality, industry standard and
professional service and product from our state-of-the-art music studio, MZTV and Church
campus.

Performance:

Educating, Empowering and Encouraging our creatives, artists, musicians, dancers and
performers of all genres and generations to maximize their gifts and talents.

Praise:

To honor, praise and glorify God in all aspects of life, music, business and ministry. To always
strive to give unto Him our best in every presentation.

FINANCIALS
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2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY
1st – New Year’s Day
1st – Emancipation Proclamation Service
3rd – Church & Office Closed
17th – Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Day (Closed)
FEBRUARY
Black History Month
14th - Valentine’s Day
MARCH
13th - Daylight Saving Time begins
14th – 18th Spring Break
APRIL
15th – Good Friday (Closed)
16th – Spring Fest
17th - Resurrection Sunday
MAY
Pastor Anniversary Month
5th - National Day of Prayer
8th - Mother’s Day
30th - Memorial Day (Closed)
JUNE
19th – Father’s Day
JULY
4th - Independence Day (Closed)
AUGUST
10th – School Opens
SEPTEMBER
5th – Labor Day
18th – 25th Seven x7 Revival
OCTOBER
TBA - Clergy Appreciation
TBA - 94th Church Anniversary
31st – Rev. Willie Whiting Oktoberfest
NOVEMBER
TBA – Thanksgiving Basket Giveaway
24th & 25th – Thanksgiving Holiday (Closed)
DECEMBER
25th – Christmas Day
31st - Watch Night

www.mzprogressive.org

